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Product Inventory

Inventory

Here is a list of items you will receive with your vinyl cutter:

Product componentgFig.14):

1x Cutter head unit complete with motor, plastic blade grip, optical eye, built in mdtet,r8
adjustable rubber wheel components, USB port and COM port, power socket, on/off switch and
measurement strip

2x Vinyl roller bars

1x Aluminium support plate with PixMax 6 NJ y RA
2x Aluminium rder plates with roller supports

2x Aluminium side stads

2x Base plates with 2 caster wheels on each plate alrea
asembled

Fixtures and Fittings:
6x Small screws
10xLargescrews

6x Bolts with threaded bolt caps

6xBlack plastic screw cases

6x Black plastic caps

a=R

Cables and Plugs:

1x 3 pin power plug

1xUSB 2.0 cable
1x9 pin serial cable

Accessories:

Ltk
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1x Dust cover
1x Mini disc Figure3: Fixtures and fittings
1x Spare fuse

1x Allen key

1x Blade case containing 3x Blades with safety caps
1x Blade assembly with black plastic case

1x Biro pen connection

Figure4: Cables and plugs




Assembling the Vinyl Cutter

Assembling the Vinyl Cutter

Asembling the Vinyl cutter is quick and easy. Please take time to follow this step by step guide to
building the equipment.

Equipment needed: 1x Phillips screwdriver = a e
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Build time: 15 minutes - e
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1. The first step is to screw the aluminium side stands into the aliwmi support plate. Figure5: Fixtures
For this you requiréFig. 5&6): for step 1

2x Aluminium side stands
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Figure6: Parts for step 1
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Figure7: Insert screw into plastic
screw case

4x small screws

4x Black plastic screw cases

4x Black plastic caps

Take the side stands and face the flat sides inwards, ensiiraghe top
plate (that the head will rest on) is at the top. On the side facing outwards, locate

lowest two holes, positioned vertically in line in the middle of the stand. Insert th

small screws into the black plastic screw cases and screw themghrthe hole Figure 8: Screw positionir

in the caseThese cases will help guide the screw into place and hold it whilst
you screw the support plate in. Insert the cases into the two holes; on the inside
the stand you should see the screws poking @ig. 7).

Figure 9: Attacing the
support plate

Locate the three holeabove that are positiortein a triangle shape. The two that —
are in line represent the back of the stand and the one on its own represents the front. ;
the support plate and line it up with the screws, ensuring that the PixMax logo faces

towards the font and is positioned the right way {pig. 8 & 9. Hold the support Figure 10: Insert
plate in place and screw it in tightly. Finish it off by placing the plastic caps into the screw case ca
the screw casef-ig. 10). Once both sides have been done it should look like
(Fig.11).

Figurell: Step 1 finished




Assembling the Vinyl Cutter

2. The next step is attachingpé base plates. Notice that the caster wheels are already attached for
your convenience. For this you will requ(fég. 12 & 13

, o ———anll
2x Base plates with caster wheels '[” H l I ]
pa—
8x Large screws Figurel2: Base plate  Figurel3: Fixtures Figurel4: Inserting the screw:
with caster wheels for step 2 into the base plate

Rest the frame on one of the side stands so that the other is

in the air. Thisvill allow the best access to the bottom of the side stand and will
make it easy to screw the base plate in place. Line up the four holes in the bas
plate with the fourrubber runners inside the bottom of the side stand, Figure 15: Base plate attach
ensuring that the wheels are fag away from the stand. Insert the screimto the
holes and screw intplace. Turn the frame over and repeat with the other side
stand. Ensure the screws are tigtiig. 14. 15. & 16.
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Figurel6: Step 2 finishe

3. Next you must attach the roller plates in place. The roller plates extend daheto 1{ ‘M 1 ] ]f ]
back of the vinyl cutter and contain a plastic plate with notches cut out to hold tFIgure 17. Step 3 'Xt“
rollers in place. For this you will requifféig.17. & 18.):

Figure 18: RoIIer platq:
2x Aluminium roller plates '
6x Bolts with threaded bolt caps

Locate the three holes in the side stand and linerbiéer plates upwith them against

the outside of the standwith the plastic roller holders facing upwards and inwards.
Remove the bolt caps from the bolts and thread the bolts through the plate and si
stand from the outsid€Fig. 19). Take the bolt caps and sw them in to the bolts

from the inside and tighten with a screw driver. Once this has been done OlEigure 19: Inserting the scre

both side stands the frame should look likg.20. @

Figure20: Insertlng

4. Take the two roller bars and position them in the grooves in the roller plate. Thest the rollers

hold the vinyland make it easy for it to feed through the cuti@ig.20)

Figure 21: Placing the cutter head ¢
the stand

5. Carefully pick up the cutter head and insert it onto the top of the stand, lining up tt
plastic feet with the holes on the side stan@sg. 21). Ensure that its facing the right
way. Fig. 22 showswhat the finished assembly will look like.

Figure 22: Assembly
complete
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Installing FIexiSTARTER 10

To install FlexiSTARTERid€ insert the USB dongle containing the drivers t
install the vinyl cutter drivers using the following steps: D i e e e

1. Plug the vinyl cutter into a USB port.

Figure 23: Found new hardwar
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3. The computer will automatically search for the driver folder on the syste,,F'9ure 24: Searching for file

Once it has done this a box will appear regarding the fact that the printer does not [+
gAYyR2ga 232 (GSaltAy3da G2 OGSNRTF&NTINUEA O2
l'b,2! ¢ (2 AyaEg.4&29KS KIF NRgl NB

Figure 25: Window
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7. To install the software insert the FlexiSTARTER 1R@W and complete the —

instructions given in the installation manager. Figure 28: Completing the foun
new hardware wizard
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Figure 29: Device manager




Operating FIexiSTARTER 10

Operating the Flexi 10 software

The Flexi 10 software allows the computer to send contour maps based on images that the user
creates to the vinyl cutter. The contour maps act as a guide to plot the routadccutter based on

iKS E FyR @ FEAaQd ¢KS CtSEA wmn a2FGol NB Aa Slae

creation tools, text tools, colour tools and contour plotting tools. This guide will help to understand
more about the interface, tb tools and how to set up a design to cut.

Flexi 10 interface and window arrangement

To open the Flexi 10 software double click on the desktop icon or locate it by pressing stirt
programsh G Ct SEA{ ¢! we¢ 9w wmndp WA Y TARTERRGSitdb2Whenédhe | vy R
software opens you will be presented with the work space. The work area contains a side toolbar,
top toolbar, top menu, design canvass and side windows.

- ¢KS (2L YSydz O2ydtAya GKS 2 LAy s FEEuiEiiiess 9
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menus with further options. These allow you to access various settings that
may not be present in the tool bars or side windows. They can also help modify the layout of the
work spaceselect addition options to help with creating a design or contour, edit content within

the work space and allow you to manage prog&ave, print
OERRER ) BEoald

and send to cutKig. 30) Figure 31: Top toolbar

- ¢KS (2L) 622t 01N O2y il Aya 1jdzAi O1 & K2 Nlidalhi 7\(");:)/
on the furthest right of the toolbar there is the option to turn theadhable side windows on and £
off (Fig. 31).
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- The side toolbar contains the design tools which allow you to manipulate and create your %

designs. It also allows you to add text, contoumdpar and also zoom in and out on the work %
space with variougoom optiongFig. 32).

@

- The design canvass is the area in which the design will be created or imported and L

_Figure 32 Side toolbar
also where contours will be added. The size of the canvass can be changed vie

GRSaNANWIO®E G6AYR26d { dZNNRdzy RAy 3 GKS 0 A
measurement guide on the X and Y axis. The measurement values can be chal

by right clicking on the ruler&ig. 33). Fiqure33: Desian canvas

------

- The side windows are small boxes which give shortcuts to extra optionselagd to the tool
that is currently being used or colour options for a degkig. 34).
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Figure 34: Side
windows

6

Of ;

Q)¢



Operating FIexiSTARTER 10

Importing an image
"N
¢2 AYLERNI Iy AYIF3S SAGKSNI Of A O 2y-53m§.vxuz%b‘_i¢ A C
The Flexi software supports the importing of a vastge of file types, meaning that  rjgyre 35: Import buttof
images that have been designed in other programs can be easily brought into to F===== T
To check which file types can be imported clickioK S G CAft Sa 2F (& o - R2
which will reveal which file types are supportdg) clicking on a file type only those -
will be shown in the selected folder. You can browse manually or search by typing ———
iKS aCAtS yIFYSé 062E® hyOS &2dz KF @S ¥F fguwes importmenu f A f
LINE a4 & dFlg.Y3e& 36.Ji Note: Imported files may requirgou to plot the
contours manually with the bezier tool (see tools)
Tools(Fig. 37)
This is a guide to the tools which can be found on the side toolbar. The tools that have a little arrow
in the top right corner of the icon mean that they expand to reveal simiiioas by holding down
left click on the mouse. These are essential in preparing or creating a design for cutting. It is
recommended that you are familiar with the tools before commencing with the software. Each tool
comes with extra options that willappeA Y G KS & RS & A 3 yNot® Bh¢ Kedbardéshod A Yy R P 4 d
cut is provided in the brackets.
- Select tool (A)The select tool allows you to click on the objects within the design so they can be
manipulated by movement, sizing and rotation. Click and hmidhfe select within tool.
- Text tool (T)The text tool is a click and drag tool that allows you to insert text into an area.
¢KSNB A& I 6ARS Nry3asS 2F F2yid FyR aial Ay + JO|A 2
OSYiGNIté¢ 6AYR26g O horidfoktaDtgxttboy R K2f R F2NJ 1KS h-
- Beazier path tool (PThe bezier path tool allows you to click plot points along the outline o
shape you wish to create contour path around. As you click each point the outline of the T1
path will flash up red. By clicking and holdoma point you can move the mouse to create
curves in the path around the point. Also by selecting parts of the path with the bezier p. "
tool you can modify the area to make it bigger and smaller and to add curves. The bezie %
path is important in ensurig the cutter has a path to follow when cutting and therefore =
imported images require you to create the paths. Click and hold for the freehand path tc | _]
- Shape tools (R for rectangle, O for ovahe shape tools allow you to create either a
rectangle or ovhshape. These shapes auto fill to the colour selected in the fill/stroke edit J.i
in the side window. Click and hold for oval shape and registration mark.
- Select point tool (N)rhis tool allows you to select the paths that you have created and al ;7=-=s
select dfferent points within a path for manipulation. |:|
- Contour cutOnce a path has been selected by either the select or select point tool, the
contour cut tool will reveal the settings for adjusting the path of the contour in the desigr [F'TT]
central side window. Thiis useful for adjusting options such as the offset value and the
contour shape. If any options have been adjusted they must be applied by clicking therigure 37: Toold
green tick or alternatively cancelled by clicking the red cross.
- Measurement tool (U)The measurementdol is a click and drag tool that allows you to draw a
fAYS (2 YSIadaNBE |y 202S00G 2y AONBSYy®d® ¢KS YSI]adz
sidebar window.
7




Operating FIexiSTARTER 10

)

- Zoom tool (Z)This allows you to zoom into a point on the canvas by clicking in tlzeyare y
wish to zoom to. G%

- Zoom in (CTRL+NUMPAD PLTS8}$ option will zoom in on the canvas. ﬁ

- Zoom to pageWill zoom out on in to fit the page to screen.

- Zoom out (CTRL + NUMPAD SUBis option will zoom out on the canvas. Gl:

- Zoom to previousThis option selds the previously used zoom option.

- Zoom to selectedrhis option will zoom and centre any selected items so that it fits the scret @

- Zoom to all objectsThis option will zoom and centre all the objects on the canvas so that thu C:';g
fit the screen.

- Pan tool (PACE + DRAGHIs will freely pan the screen horizontally or vertically. QJ

- Fill mode (CTRL+®ill toggle the colour filoption of the selected objectF{g. 38) ‘ET?

?

Figure38: Zoom tools

Side windows BES O

The side window options provide easy access to certain functions of the soft\rigure39: Side window options

without navigating through the menus. On the top bar there are five icons that‘1 _Lx B3

. . . S|
toggle the side windows on and offig. 39) sifireEn = — -
0% 16.430em = Black
The available windows are: Rounded = -]
7\ .00 ‘wireframe
. . . i . Inner border
- Design central (CTRL#T)his window allows access to the additional functio Addvanced

Owerprint

of each tool to allow more depth inedign creation and manipulation. They

also gllow you to choose values and options if prompted (e.g. Text font\ .
and size etc.). b — W
- Fill/ stroke editor (I):Adjust options for filling or applying colour to an = —

object.

- Colour Mixer (M):Allows you to pick a ggific colour outside of the swatch choices. Figure 40: Side

- Colour Specsroduces a pop up window with a menu to windows
further adjust the choice of CO|OU(’Fig. 40) ) | O T o = I ) e )

- Swatch tablelProvides a window at the bottom of the canvas with a selectit Figure 41: Color swatches
of colour swatcheqFig. 41)

Contouring an imprted image

When importing an image, Flexi will not automatically plot the contour lines on the
outlines within the image therefore this has to be done manually using the bezier toc
The bezier tool will allow you to plot points and will create a confmath for the cutter

to use. This is simply done by clicking along the lines you want to contour in increme
that will provide an accurate copy of the outline. If a mistake is made you can simply
G2 da95L¢¢ | yERIOEThevpzientdobbersingore dptions while
plotting a point, for example generating a curve by holding click and moving the
mouse. A red line will show how the path alters as you move the mouse. Also by
clicking anywhere on the line you can edit the curve, shape and direcfithe path(Fig. 42).

Figure42: Bezier
contour paths




Operating FIexiSTARTER 10

Once the path is finished it will automatically fill in the colour selected irill'stroke editor. This
fill can be toggled between no fill and solid fill to allow you to work behind the filled in section.

However, once you have fiied creating the contour paths ensure that all aréaest require

filling in are set to solid fill as they will not be shown on the contour maputing and will

not be cut out(Fig. 43)

Solid fil

-

Cutting an image

When you are ready to cut the image press the cut/fpdoin in the top tool
oF NI 2NJ 32 G2
and will show you the contour map on the right hand dEigy. 44). There are
many options to adjust the size, positioning and layout of the project and ¢
the optionto mirror the project. When you are happy that the project is

ready to cut, press send and the project will be sent to the cutter. The Fley___Figure44: Contour map

production manager program will also have automatically opened, which

& C CTRR4L The ghtdlotavindow wilt opem ¢

Figure 43: Stroke editd

.‘?:

allows you to add jobs, send projects to cafbort projects and delete projects =T

from the queue(Fig. 45).

Figure45: Device manager
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Installing CoreIDRAW

Installing CorelDRAW

To install CoreIDRAW, insert the disc and folllogvinstructions for installation. Once this has been
done the cutter needs to bestalled viadhe CorelDRAWIrivers.

Pick a category

To install the CorelDRAW drivers

1. Ensure thevinylcutter is plugged into a USB port.

2.D2 (2 &/ hbehhdt wl th®@gw{ wH25! o tomd R ! ¢ KEEEas

t wL b ¢FRywié. & 47. Figure 47: Add a printer

3. ¢KS WgStO02YS G2 FTRR LINAYGSNI gAT I NRQ
instructiors for adding a local or network printg(Fig. 48).

4. ¢KSNBE Attt 0SS GKNBS 2LIA2Y 02ESA Fyureds Add printer wizar
iKS 2LXiA2y &2dz ySSR (2 aSt SO0 A a mme————

9y adaNB (KI G GKS 0 2détecyaldinstalling plug andzi

TJ(

LI I & liINRtigkédSTRADR, click neXFig. 49).
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next

Figure 49: Local or network me

6. ¢KS ySEGyalHlAeyLNRY @SN a2F 061 NBQ@ =&

a list of printer manufacturers, however the cutter will not be on that list.
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Click nex{Fig. 51¢ 54).
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Figure 51: Install printer softwar Figure 52: Browse option

Figure53: Locate file Figure 54: Cutter driver
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7.

10.

11.

Installing CoreIDRAW

¢tKS ySEG aONBSy gAft Lfft2s &2dz i
whether it is the default printer. Setting it as your defgotinter will mean
it automatically comes up first when you go to print on any software. On
you are ready, click nexEig. 55).

[LsBact Nest [ ———

The next option allows you to print a test page. This allows you to ensufFigure 55: Printer naming optio
that the printer is correctly set up and working from tbemputer. Once oo
you are ready, click nexig. 56).

¢KS WwWO2YLX SGAy3a (GKS FTRR LINAYGSN
information about the installation. Click Finish allow the computer to
complete the installatiorfFig. 57).

sb [t ] [ Cocu

Figure 56: Print test page optio

Once you have done this, a box will appeegarding the fact that the
printer does not have windows logo testing to verify its compatibility with
Windows./ £ A O1 &/ h b ¢ Lidinstall the bardwdrdFig. 58).

v

The hardware will install safely and appear in your printers menu. Figure57: Completing the wizar

-

Figure58: Windows compatibility
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